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THE CONCLUSION WHICH MOST OBSERVERS DREW FROM THE 
ELECTIONS OF 10 JUNE WAS THAT THE RESULTS SUBSTANTIALLY 
MODIFIED THE POLITICAL MAP. 
n 10 June 1987, local eledions were held in the Paisos Catalans, 
as in the rest of the S~anish state. For the first time, representatives 
to the European ~arliament in Strasbourg were elected. Also, two 
autonomies within the Catalan linguistic area, Valencia and the 
Balearics, held autonomic eledions. 
The most outstanding fador of these elections was the decline of 
the Socialist forces. The Socialist Party won with an ample 
majority in 1982, when the present Spanish president, Felipe 
González, came to power. In the 1986 legislative eledions this 
vidory was repeated. On that occasion the Socialists, in spite of 
being weakened at a popular level because of being in 
government, were able to pass the test without difficulty. 
It seems, however, that 1987 is not a good year for them. At the 
elections of 10 June they lost the absolute maiority they had 
enjoyed in the most important cities in Spain, amongst them 
Valencia and Palma de Mallorca. Thev also lost their maioriív in 
Lleida and Tarragona. These had al1 been considered bastioks of 
5ocialism. In the case of Barcelona, the most important city in the 
Pasos Cafalans, the present Socialist mayor, Pasqual Maragall, 
managed to slow down the decline that his party colleagues 
experienced, mainly because his wnning of the city had been 
positive and because his success in obtaining the nomination 
of Barcelona as host to the 1992 Olympic Games was still 
fresh. In spite of this, he failed to reach his target of getting an 
overall maiority in the city council and, as in earlier yean, 
he needs the support of two communist councillon to be able 
to govern. 
In the Principat de Catalunya, the general decline of the Socialists 
has favoured the nationalist coalition Convergencia i Unió, of a 
centre-liberal tendency, which brings together conservative and 
progressive sedon. The Catalan nationalists have won in many 
towns, thus reinforcing their local power. Until recently the 
imporiance of the nationalist coalition stemmed from the fad  that 
it held power in the Generalitat, the Catalans' secular institution of 
self-government. 
In the Pais Valencia. the decline of the Socialists has benefited the 
right-wing conservative Alianga Popular and Unión Valenciana 
and the Centre Democratic i Social, which is led from Madrid by 
the ex-~resident of the Spanish government, Adolfo Suárez. 
Adolfo Suárez enioys great popular prestige because he has 
been able to resituate himself in the centre of the political 
spectrum after having headed an imporiant operation: the 
transition from the dicatatonhip to democracy. 
In the Balearic Isles, the Socialist decline benefited Alianga 
Popular, but also another centre nationalist group, Unió 
Mallorquina. 
The conclusions which most observen drew from the elections of 
10 June were that the results substantially modified the Catalan 
political map, not only because of the changes in the local 
authorities, but also because of the general feeling that the 
Socialist Party had worn itself out in the exercise of government. 
This weakening comes mainly from the central government and 
not from the town halls, where the government teams had done a 
very good job. On the other hand, the Socialist central 
government, during the first six months of this year, has suffered a 
wave of strikes and popular protests unlike anything the country 
has seen in the last few yean. The fint consequence of this f ad  
was this setback in the local authorities. 
In the Paisos Catalans, municipal administration has a decisive 
imporiance in the governability of the people. There is a great 
dispenion of cities, towns and parishes, which often leads to a 
dispenion of energy and an overabundance of mayors, 
councillon and local governments. In the Principat de Catalunya 
alone, with six million inhabitants, there are 940 town halls, more 
than in the whole of Great Britain, which has a population ten 
times the size. Experts have always recommended a reduction in 
the number of local authorities and a rationalization of the work 
at local level. At the mornent, the experk soy one thing and the 
politicians do another. No-one is prepared to see their 
administrative area absorbed by another, larger and more 
imporiant. Precisely because of the reduced size of parishes, these 
maintain great imporiance in public life. They move large 
amounts of money and are also a structure that favoun contad 
between the administration and the administered. This is why so 
much importance has been given to these eledions. Do the results 
point to the future? 
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